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10 July 1987
MEMORANDUM FOR: The Inspector General

THROUGH: . Deputy Director /Intelligence

SUBJECT: 1G Staff Report on Visit to OBI
REFERENCE: Memo from Executive Assistant to DD/I

to AD/BI, subject: Unannounced Spot
Checks on Agency Components by
IG Staff, dated 9 July 1957

i. Reference memerandum contains the following quotation from
an IG staif report on a recent visit to this Office:

“One factor which should be reviewed is OBI's subsidy
of the Board on Geographic Names. This is a compoenent
of the Interior Departmaent for which Congress has refused
te provide funds, It coasists of 85 people and coste the
Agency I sonually. I produces gesetteers for which
there is acknowledged need. However, the hasard of supporting
with Ageacy funds a unit which Congress desms unworthy of
support should be reconsidered.”

- Z., I am concerned about the implications of the last sentence of
this quoted report. The subject w- = not discussed during the visit of
the IG staff member, nor has this Office ever considered the budgetary
support of BGN in this light. It is a mutter of record that Cangress has
not seen fit in recent ysars to appropriate funds directly to the Department
of the Interior for this work., This is not to infer, however, that Congress
deems the BGN, nor its supporting staff in the Office of Geography, un-
worthy of support.
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3. The enabling act of the present BON stems from Public Law
242 of the 80th Congress, approved 25 July 1947. The fellowing
quotation from the Senate report om the bill (8. 1262) whickh led to the
Act seems to reflect the inteat of the Congress ia this respect:

"In recent years the desirability of obtalning permanent
legislative authorisation for the geegraphic-names work bas
been suggestsd by the Appropriations Coemmittee of deth
House and Senats, and the enactment of 8. 1261 would provide
the requisite ssututory basis for the continwance of a pregram
which the Congress has considered worthy of support for
more than 25 years, and would sliminate the possibility of
a poiat-of order being made and sustained sgainst a future
appropriation item for this activity.”

4. The Bureau of the Budget and the pertineat Appropriations Sub-
commitiess of the Congress are fully aware that CIA's budget hes been
carrying the major support for the QOffice of Geography, Department of
the Interior, since the inception of the NiS Fregram. The Director,
Office of Geography, has repeatedly sought budgetary suppert frem the
Department, but this has been denied by the Secretary of the Interior,

so that Interior's budget goes to the Congress without request for these
funds.

5. The CIA's position is clear and legal. We needed woridwide
geographic name standardisation in support of the NI§ Program. BON
i{s designated by the Congress "to provide a central asthority for
standardixing geographic names for the purpese of eliminating duplica-
tion in standardising such names amang the Federal departments, and
for other purpeses.” Therefore, OBI utilised BUN for this purpose and
assumed, as a service of common coancern, the financial support of

. geographice-names standardisation in the form of NI5 Gasetteers. This

" hag become a valuable intslligence service that will aeed to be continued
through CIA budget support, if it is to be done at all, until the Department
of the Interior obtains direct Congressional appropriations for this work.
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9 July 1957

MIMORANDUM FOR: Assistant Direotor for Basic Intelligence

SUBJECT ¢+ Unannounged Spot Checks of Agency Components
"~ by IG Staff

1. On 30 April 1957 members of the IG Staff again made
unannounced visits to various parts of the Ageucy to pay courtesy
calls, disouss general problems and follow up previously identified
trouble spots.

2. There is gquoted below, for your information, & brief
sumnary of the results of the visit to your Office:

"a. This regently formed component has not yst been
inspegted formally the IG Staff as a seperate unit. Howsver,
ite activities were exsamined in 1954 when it was still a
division of ORR. I% has a total personnel strength of 76
plus L52 full-time employees of other agencies whose salaries

are being paid by the Ageney.

"b. The NIS program is completing its ninth year. Coverags
of the 3ino-Soviet Blec is complete and similar coverage is
essentially camplete for Western Europe, and the Near and Far
East, Africa has the least coverage but is being given a higher

priority.

"s. One factor which should be reviewed is OBI's subsidy
of the Board of (Geographic Nemes. This is a camponent of the
Interior Departaent for which Congress has refused to provide
funds. It comsista of 85 people and costs the Agency [ 25X1A1a
annually. It produces gasetieers for whieh there is an asknow~
ledged need. However, the hazard of supperting with Agency
funds a unit which Congress deems unworthy of support should be
reconsidered.®
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